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UK COMMERCIAL VEHICLE MANUFACTURING
30 January 2025 (data for December and full year 2024)
Hi-res charts available via Dropbox: https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/c68vh6n3nwc2maw7kmh8j/AFjtSX_PNOOLFReAxiedvoU?rlkey=6bq8pboo00oa44l0rgd1a5cru&st=pfcdz8pk&dl=0 

Exports push CV production to best performance in 16 years

· British commercial vehicle production rises 4.0% to 125,649 units in best year since 2008. 
· Exports drive growth, up 6.6% to 82,097 units as output for UK market dips -0.8%.
· Sector calls for fast tracked industrial and trade strategies to keep UK manufacturing globally competitive.

[bookmark: _Hlk188887144]Thursday 30 January, 2025 UK commercial vehicle (CV) production grew by 4.0% in 2024, with 125,649 vans, trucks, taxis, buses and coaches leaving factory lines, according to the latest figures published by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). Despite a subdued fourth quarter, output reached its highest level in 16 years – helped by a ramp up in production of new models and solid growth in the EU supporting exports.1

Over the full year, production for export increased by 6.6%, reaching 82,097 units. Almost two thirds (65.3%) of output was allocated to international markets, an increase of 1.6 percentage points on the previous year, demonstrating the importance of smooth trade, notably across the Channel. The EU accounted for 97.8% of all exports after volumes rose 10.8% to 80,291 units. 

Production for the UK, meanwhile, fell by -0.8% – equivalent to 333 vehicles – with 43,552 British-built CVs making their way onto UK roads. The decline highlights the need to encourage greater uptake of new CVs – especially zero emission models – to ensure the UK stays on track to hit its environmental goals and support investment in British automotive manufacturing.

Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “The best British CV manufacturing performance since 2008 is testament to the sector’s agility, and, as the global pursuit of zero emission road transport intensifies, it must now adjust to new challenges. Anchoring automotive manufacturing in the UK will drive long term economic growth, and that must start with creating ambitious industrial and trade strategies that deliver the competitive production base, healthy domestic market and export conditions needed to provide a return on investments.”
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Notes to editors
1 Production figures, 2008: 202,896 units; Production figures, 2019: 78,270 units

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations, representing the automotive industry in the UK. 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy, integral to growth, the delivery of net zero and the UK as a global trade hub. It contributes £93 billion turnover and £22 billion value added to the UK economy, and invests around £4 billion each year in R&D. With 198,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and some 813,000 across the wider automotive industry. Many of these automotive manufacturing jobs are outside London and the South-East, with wages that are around 13% higher than the UK average. The sector accounts for 13.9% of total UK exports of goods with more than 140 countries importing UK produced vehicles, generating £115 billion of trade in total automotive imports and exports. 

The UK manufactures almost every type of vehicle, from cars, to vans, taxis, trucks, buses and coaches, as well as specialist and off-highway vehicles, supported by more than 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers. In addition, the sector has vibrant aftermarket and remanufacturing industries. The automotive industry also supports jobs in other key sectors – including advertising, chemicals, finance, logistics and steel.
More detail on UK Automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts publication at www.smmt.co.uk/reports/smmt-motor-industry-facts/
Broadcasters: SMMT has an ISDN studio and access to expert spokespeople, case studies and regional representatives.
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CV MANUFACTURING
Dec-23 : Dec-24 : % change

Total 8551 @ 7066 : -17.4%
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