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· Car and CV manufacturing falls -8.6% and -68.6% respectively in April – as later Easter, model changeovers and restructuring contribute to month’s lowest performance since 1952.
· Car exports decline -10.1% during month of international trading uncertainty, while commercial vehicle exports fall -75.8%.
· New trade deals with EU, US and India provide opportunities for future growth but urgent action needed to bolster UK manufacturing competitiveness.

Thursday 29 May, 2025 UK car and commercial vehicle production fell by -15.8% to 59,203 units in April, according to the latest figures published today by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). Vehicle output fell to the lowest level for the month since 1952, excluding 2020 when the first Covid lockdown effectively saw manufacturing cease.1 The result caps off the sector’s lowest start to the year since 2009.2
 
April’s decline in car output was driven by a combination of factors, notably the later timing of Easter – which saw fewer production days in the month (and hence a factor behind the comparative rise in output in March) – as well as model changeovers and lower demand in key export markets. As a result, car production fell -8.6% to 56,534 units. Commercial vehicle output also declined, by -68.6% to 2,669 units, driven primarily by a plant closure and normalising demand for new heavy goods vehicles (HGVs) following robust post-pandemic growth.3
 
Car production for export fell -10.1%, while production for the domestic market – always a smaller proportion of volumes – also decreased, by -3.3%. Shipments to the UK’s two largest global markets, the EU and US, fell by -19.1% and -2.7% respectively, although the EU still took more than half of all exports while the US received 16.5%. Conversely, exports to China and Turkey rose by 44.0% and 31.2% respectively.
 
Commercial vehicle export volumes, meanwhile, fell sharply by -75.8% with just over half (50.7%) of output heading overseas. The decline was driven by a -78.9% drop in shipments to the EU, but the bloc retained the lion’s share of exports at 84.9%. CV output for the domestic market also softened, down by -54.6%.
 
With production constrained by economic uncertainty and rapidly changing global trading conditions, industry awaits publication of  government’s industrial strategy, which must contain measures that boost the competitiveness of Britain’s most valuable export sector. A strategy with automotive and advanced manufacturing at its heart will enable the sector to take advantage of the UK’s new trading arrangements, including those agreed with the EU and US – while exploring possibilities for growth in other markets, notably India, delivering economic benefits across the UK.
 
Mike Hawes, SMMT Chief Executive, said, “With automotive manufacturing experiencing its toughest start to the year since 2009, urgent action is needed to boost domestic demand and our international competitiveness. Government has recognised automotive manufacturing’s critical role in driving the UK economy, having successfully negotiated improved trading conditions for the sector with the US, EU and India in the space of a month. To take advantage of these trading opportunities we must secure additional investment which will depend on the competitiveness and confidence that can be provided by a comprehensive and innovative long-term industrial strategy. Get this right and the jobs, economic growth and decarbonisation will flow across the UK.”
 
Notes to editors

1 April 1952: 53,517 units; April 2020: 197 units.
2 Jan-April 2009 production: 281,218 units.
3 UK new heavy goods vehicle registrations fell by -2.7% in full-year 2024 after three years of solid growth: https://www.smmt.co.uk/zero-emission-truck-demand-stagnates-as-overall-market-normalises/ 

About SMMT and the UK automotive industry

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations, representing the automotive industry in the UK. 
 
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy, integral to growth, the delivery of net zero and the UK as a global trade hub. It contributes £93 billion turnover and £22 billion value added to the UK economy, and invests around £4 billion each year in R&D. With 198,000 people employed directly in manufacturing and some 813,000 across the wider automotive industry. Many of these automotive manufacturing jobs are outside London and the South-East, with wages that are around 13% higher than the UK average. The sector accounts for 13.9% of total UK exports of goods, with UK-produced vehicles traded globally, generating £115 billion of trade in total automotive imports and exports. 
 
The UK manufactures almost every type of vehicle, from cars, to vans, taxis, trucks, buses and coaches, as well as specialist and off-highway vehicles, supported by more than 2,500 component providers and some of the world's most skilled engineers. In addition, the sector has vibrant aftermarket and remanufacturing industries. The automotive industry also supports jobs in other key sectors – including advertising, chemicals, finance, logistics and steel.

More detail on UK Automotive available in SMMT's Motor Industry Facts publication at www.smmt.co.uk/reports/smmt-motor-industry-facts/
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